
ART AND DESIGN KNOWLEDGE PROGRESSION FROM YEAR R-6  

EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 & 4 YEAR 5 & 6 
There are famous 
artists. 
 
Art can be produced 
through different 
media.  
 
Art can be used to 
express ideas and 
feelings.  
 
Red, blue and yellow 
are the primary 
colours and these 
can be mixed to 
make secondary 
colours.  
 
Art can be displayed 
in a gallery or 
museum.  
 
 
 

Clay is a material that 
can be manipulated to 
form different shapes. 

 
Tools can carve 
patterns into clay.  
 
When clay sets, it goes 
hard. 
 
Henri Rousseau was a 
famous artist who 
painted pictures of the 
outdoors/nature. 
 
Claude Monet was a 
famous artist who used 
different media for his 
paintings. 
 
Watercolour is a type 
of paint.  
 
Watercolours can be 
mixed to make new 
colours or shades of 
colour. 
 
Different pressures 
create different effects 
when sketching.  

 
 

Weaving is when a piece 
of material crosses over 
and under another.  
 
Art can be used as a 
symbol. 
 
A portrait is a 
representation of a 
person.  
 
Art can be used as a 
source of evidence in 
History.  
 
Different sketching 
pencils give different 
effects on the paper.  
 
Cross-hatch, hatch and 
stipple are sketching 
techniques.  
 
Printing is a technique 
used to make a 
repeating pattern.  
 
 

Clay can be joined through using water and/or 
scoring.  
 
Nixiwaka Yawanawa is a modern artist from the 
Amazon.  
 
Oil pastels can be blended for colour and 
texture.  
 
Antony Gormley is a famous sculptor.  
 
Georgia O’Keeffe was a famous artist who was 
one of the first female modernist painters.  
 
Georgia O’Keeffe painted pictures of flowers.  
 
The thickness of a paintbrush can change the 
shape, texture and pattern of a line.  
 
Watercolour paint can be used for detail or for 
a wash (background).  
 
Art was used as a form of communication in the 
prehistoric times. 
 
Charcoal was one of the earliest media used for 
art.  
 
Georges Seurat was an artist famous for 
pointillism. 
 
Pointillism is an art form where dots are used 
to create colour and texture.  
 
Papier mache is a form of sculpture using paper 
and paste/glue.  
 
A papier mache sculture needs a frame or base. 

Pablo Picasso is an artist known for cubism from the 
early 1900s.  
 
Tint means a shade or variety of colour. 
 
Tone means the lightness or darkness of a colour.  
 
In Ancient History, clay was a common medium used 
to represent culture of the period.  
 
Charlie Mackesy is a current artist who uses 
watercolours and ink.  
 
Art can be used to portray a political message. This is 
an element of propaganda.  
 
Banksy is a famous modern street artist who uses 
stencils. Banksy’s artwork often gives a political or 
societal message.  
 
A stela is a structure used to represent identity from 
Maya Civilisation.  
 
The Great Wave is a famous piece of art by Japanese 
artist Katsushika Hokusai. 

 


