
Word Study at Hamble 
Primary

Our Curriculum for Teaching Spelling and Vocabulary









Patterns and rules from KS1



KS2 National Curriculum

• Rules, e.g. prefixes and suffixes, double consonant  

• Irregular spelling patterns, e.g. /y/ in words like myth, pyramid

• Homophones – there/their/they’re      weather/whether   break/brake

• Words with sounds from other languages, e.g. chalet, chef, tongue, 
chemist, science

• Spelling Lists…







Why we have said ‘no’ to weekly Spelling Tests

• Children were learning spellings for the test and not retaining them.

• They weren’t learning the meaning of the words.

• Evidence in books showed that rules were not being learnt/applied.

• Some children were getting upset/pressure from home.



What do we mean by ‘Word Study’? 

• Etymology – the history of the word

• Morphology – parts of the words that have meaning

• Phonology/Orthography – how the word sounds/spelling rules

• E.g.                                     Recycling
Re cycle ing

again       ‘circle, wheel’    present continuous verb 



We follow this programme published by 
Oxford University Press

(Yes – I wrote it!) 



What this looks like in class
• Morpheme grids





Prefixes and Suffixes 



Rules for Spelling



Etymology – helps with meaning and making 
links



How Word Study helps Reading

•Words we don’t know  - linked words? Meanings of 
prefixes and suffixes? Word class (how it fits into the 
sentence)? 

•Used at the start of Theme and Science topics to help 
introduce new vocabulary.



Across the Curriculum





What can you do to help at home? 

• Talk about words

•Notice words and spot linked/similar words 

•Wonder about words –be curious!

•Don’t ‘dumb down’ vocabulary

•Use a dictionary as a last resort!




